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BOOK v. 

Cosmogony. The Gods did not construct the material world. Too 
many defects for that. Nature made it, and will destroy. 

" For as the train of causes first uprose, 

And the young world its earliest features found, 
■ Things follow things in order most exact." 

He traces evolution from chaos through physical gradations, and then 
moral and social, in accordance with the doctrine of " Natural Selection." 
" All reach at length perfection's topmost point." And all will return to 
Atoms again. 

BOOK VI. 

Meteorological phenomena — Disease. Physical changes of all kinds 
explained by the combinations and release of Atoms. 

The whole poem is an exposition of Democritus and Epicurus, and the 
motive stated to be — to take away the fear of death by proving that we 
are not immortal. The doctrines of Atoms and Void — of the construction 
of the Universe without the interference of the Gods (immortal would 
not mix with mortal) — of the corporeal nature of the soul, proven by its 
intimate connection with the body, and of the process of Evolution by 
Natural Selection, are as conclusively stated as ever they have been since, 
I should judge. I find a truer insight as to Time, however, than is found 
in modern Materialism, viz., "Time from the mind alone produced." He 
unfortunately missed, however, the necessary consequence that the whole 
series of development is therefore (Time being the necessary ground of 
change) grounded in the Mind. Of course he overlooked, also, the 
" Proto " when he took Atom as Protoplasm as the ground. As to the 
Gods, he stands on about the same ground as the modern doctrine of 
" Unknowable." Have the Moderns any advantage over him in any 

respect ? 

S. H. E. 
Concord, Mass., November, 1880. 

THE TRANSMIGRATION OF BRAIN TISSUE. 

" The Medical and Surgical Reporter " (of Philadelphia) for June 4, 
1881, notices a book, recently published on the subject of Dyspepsia, 
which goes so far in the direction of physiological-psychology as to ask : 

" Is it too visionary to imagine that some of the particles of brain tissue 
which, in the mind of Julius Cfesar, originated and worked out the details 
of military campaigns which resulted in making Rome the master of the 
world, may, after centuries of wanderings and vegetable life, and residence 
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in minds of inferior calibre — poor pasture, as it were — finally have been 
eaten by and assimilated into the brain of Napoleon Bonaparte, and meet- 
ing there with conditions and surroundings like to those of their ancient 
Roman home, planted in good and well-manured brain soil, they may have 
grown vigorously, labored with some of their ancient energy, and enabled 
Napoleon, through their agency, to make France mistress of Europe ? " 

DR. FRIEDRIOH HARMS ON THE FORMS OF ETHICAL SYSTEMS. 1 

In a separate reprint from the proceedings of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at Berlin for 1878 we find a lecture of Professor Harms, of Berlin, 
read by him before the Academy, in May and July, 1878. The follow- 
ing extracts translated from the lecture will prove of interest, and suggest 
a field of profitable thinking in the department of ethical studies, now 
attracting so much attention on the part of thinkers. The entire treatise 
ought to be translated and published in English. 

" In the history of philosophy we find five forms of ethics come down 
to us : The Greek, the East Indian, the ethics of the Middle Ages, the 
ethics of naturalism in modern philosophy before Kant, and the ethics 
of the historical point of view which we find in post-Kantian philosophy. 
These five forms characterize the epochs in the history of ethics — each 
one of these epochs having its own peculiar theory of social or moral 
(sittlich) life." 

" In Greek ethics we find subordinate tendencies ; on the one hand the 
ethics of the Stoics and Epicureans, which asks whether the object of life 
is for happiness or for activity, supposing that the one or the other — hap- 
piness (Epicureans) or activity (Stoics) — will suffice for the explanation of 
life without the other. The Stoics and Epicureans form together one 
side of Greek ethics in antithesis to the system of Plato and Aristotle. . . . 
In this general antithesis the question is this : Whether the active or the 
happiness-seeking life is to find its true place in the isolated life of the 
individual, or in social combination. . . . Incontestably the standpoint of 
Plato and Aristotle is higher than that of the Stoics and Epicureans, be- 
cause it takes ethics as a science of the life of man as it is found in the 
social community in the state and the family, and not in the personal life 
of the isolated individual. Even down to the present time that view of 
the Stoics and Epicureans has prevailed and limited ethical theories to 
mere collections of examples of all sorts of curious questions of dispute. . . . 
It is quite recently, in the post-Kantian philosophy, that this individual- 



1 Die Formen der Ethik. Von Friedrich Harms. (Aus den Abhandlungen der 
koenigl. Akademie der Wiasenschaften zu Berlin, 1878.) Berlin : G. Vogt. 1878. 



